


In Response to the Dolton Parish Community Led Implementation Plan

(draft)

Quality of Life ‘
e Delighted that PC will support care for the elderly. Will they be
seeking a development of a cul-de-sac of wardened bungalows with
a land maintainence contract?
o Surely the best way of supporting the Emergency Medical Services is
for some members of the PC to become 1% Responders?

Local Economy
e Without a professional body capable of making an independent
economic analysis of what is needed, the validity of this Plan
Review will always be open to challenge.
o What marketing is being done to promote tourism? I have seen no
evidence of it.

Enviroment
o All very commendable but what about educating people about litter?
o Someone is already in the process of researching the history of
Dolton and Dowland so there is a danger of duplication.

Housing
e A new Housing Needs Survey is needed, one that is not anonymous
but is confidential so that with names its findings can be verified.
o The Conservation Area is supposed to maintain the historic character
of the village but is sadly frequently flouted without recourse.
o 2™ statement sounds great but what does it mean in everyday
language? What is a socio-economic driver?

Stronger and Safer Communities
¢ Street lighting off after midnight has been shown in France to reduce
crime, would be more carbon-friendly, and would disturb people's
sleep less.
o What is the point of consultation if the majority opinion is not
listened to or acted on -eg, on a Deed of Dedication.

Traffic, Transpot and Highways
e A Car Park is desperately needed but there is no land near the centre




of the village available.
o Bus timetable needs to be compatible with working hours.

Village Hall

e The Village Hall is perfectly adequate for a village of this size, I do
not consider a new one is needed. Why are they continuing to raise
funds for it, and spend money on it, if the intention is to knock it
down?

e Merton has an incredible team who work extremely hard: they even
come in at midnight after it has been hired in order to clean it and
lock it up. Would Dolton be able to find such volunteers?

School Numbers
e Aslong as I have lived here the school numbers have fluctuated, it
only takes a very few families to either move in or out of the village
to have a marked effect on the numbers, so it works both ways.

Affordable Housing
e Every effort should be made to meet the genuine need for affordable
housing as long as any development complies with planning policy.

Local Retail Business
o Surely it is up to the individual retailers to make their business more
appealing to their customers and not a matter that the PC should get
involved in.

Final Comment

The last survey was applauded far and wide, and the initial meeting for it
had huge village support, in excess of 200 people attended. The survey had
a staggering 88% return but despite all the support from the village the
Parish Council has done very little with it and people have as a result lost
interest, so much so that only 10-20 turned up for the public consultation
meeting for the Review.

The validity of the review will always be open to challenge and its
findings disbelieved if it is done without independent analysis or
assessment. One has to question the reason for doing it in the proposed
manner and whether it is good use of the Parish's funds.

This survey on the surface sounds impressive (although using terminology




that is not everyday language); however, unless properly evidence-based it
will have little genuine purpose and will not truly serve the village well.

Sally Berkley Sage 11" April 2009
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Parish Council Minute reference
Summary of Public comments
Draft Action Plan

Chairman’s Comments



9(09/10) FINANCIAL MATTERS
a) The Clerk presented the following accounts to pay:

Supplier Description VAT £ Chqgno
M Harris Clerk salary 385.92 Expenses 42.48 428.40 362
Village Hall March Hire of hall 17.50 363
K Hardy Caretaker wages 110.40 Expenses 2.98 113.38 364
C Burnage Newsletter expenses 44 365
Village Hall Grant for boiler 2288.50 366
Proposed: Clir Boyes Seconded: Clir Partridge All agreed

Signatures : Clirs Giles & Lock (Clerk for the Village Hall )

b) The Clerk had received the following notification of income into the current account :

Torridge District Council Precept 09/10 less the DAPC subscription £5994

c¢) Other financial matters arising : the Parish Council had budgeted £500 for a new village notice board
and Clirs requested that this be purchased as soon as possible. The Chairman advised that he would
discuss the sizing of the replacement board with the owner of the shop prior to purchase .

10(09/10) PLANNING MATTERS
a) Applications for consideration
1/1252/2008/FUL  Church Cottage , Church — Solar panels

The Parish Council approved of the plans and noted the “ green consideration “
1/0305/2009/FUL  Cross Farm — extension to agricultural buildings

The Parish Council approved of the plans
1/0306/2009/FUL  Cross Farm — extension to cattle building

The Parish Council approved of the plans
1/0371/2009/FUL  Stafford Barton — alterations, extension

The Parish Council approved of the plans and noted the “ green consideration *
b) Permissions granted 1/0024/2009/FUL Besum Cottage
c) Refusals advised — none advised
d) Any other planning matters - Correspondence form A Hodder — Surveyor in respect of a planning
proposal for Aller Rd. It was concluded that the appropriate response would be to inform the
correspondent that comments upon plans would be made through the District Council planning
application process whilst acknowledging that it had been courteous to inform the Parish Council
on the draft proposals .

11(09/10) DENNIS CROSS PLAYING FIELD

There was continuing concern regarding the “moving” Youth Pod tables and discussion about possible
solutions , which included the permanent solution of concreting the bases. Some options will be brought
to the next meeting.

12(09/10) PARISH PLAN REVIEW

Clir Burnage spoke to the meeting regarding the final process for publishing the work that had been
concluded by the Parish Plan Working Party. There was some discussion regarding the timetable for
publishing the action plan newsletter prior to the Annual Parish Council meeting the following Monday
which ClIr Burnage believed he could achieve. The distribution of the newsletter would take place as
soon as possible . The full version of the action plan would be posted on the Dolton Website and onto
the new notice board and in addition every Councillor would have a copy available for public viewing.

Clir Burnage reiterated to the meeting that the process of review had been a concentrated effort to
produce an action plan and that this piece of work was complementary to the original Parish Plan.

The Clerk highlighted one of the key actions within the plan which was to undertake a feasibility study as
soon as possible in order to create the Dolton Vision Community Led planning group and to set its brief.

Clir Burnage informed the meeting that the Sustainable Communities Act had been taken on board by
Torridge District Council and that the Parish Plan Working Group would meet to complete the survey
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and audit papers circulated by the District Council. The Parish Council agreed that the Parish Plan
Working group could take the responsibility for submitting the form.

NB The Act aims to promote the sustainability of local communities. Its main principle is that local people know
best what needs to be done to promote the sustainability of their area, but that sometimes they need central
government to act to enable them to do so. It provides a channel for local people to ask government to take action.

It was resolved that the Dolton Parish Plan - Action Plan 2009-2012 be approved by the Parish
Council as its 3 year service plan
Proposed Clir Boyes Seconded Clir Partridge All agreed

13(09/10) STANDARDS BOARD
No communication

14(09/10) PARISH MAINTENANCE AND TRAFFIC ISSUES

The log of maintenance issues was updated and the Clerk will follow through those areas that are still
outstanding following the meeting between the Northern Area representative and the Parish Council.
There were some issues brought to the meeting and these were discussed. The replacement of the
Parish Notice board would be a priority as would be a request to a household to cut down foliage where
a sign is being obscured on a one way street.

15(09/10) PRIDE IN OUR OWN VILLAGE

Clir Boyes led a discussion around areas of the village that required some additional “pride” and
maintenance , including trees , weeds and pathways. There is to be a litter pick session on Saturday
16" May and the Clerk will produce a few posters for Clir Jury to promote the event. Clir Boyes will
undertake some weeding maintenance in the Barfield Close car park and the Chair will view some of the
areas that were brought up in the discussion.

16(09/10) SHARED GARDEN SCHEMES

There had been a land / allotment seminar in Exeter in May. The Clerk will arrange for the seminar
material to reach those members of the public who have shown interest in allotments and arrange a
meeting with the group in the near future.

17(09/10) MEETINGS ATTENDED

The Chairman had attended the Winkleigh Aerodrome Consultation Day

The Chairman and ClIr Burnage had attended the Torridge Area Advisory Group where their agenda
item on the Sustainable Communities Act had been addressed by the Chief Executive and other officers
at Torridge District Council. The Fire service had given a presentation and there had been some useful
information on Fire prevention which could form a feature in the next newsletter.

18(09/10) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
CliIr Jury requested that the Dolton & Dowland Diary receive regular summaries of Parish Council
meetings and the Clerk resolved to address the issue in future.

Clir Burnage reminded Councillors that it is helpful to the parish maintenance process if areas of concern
were highlighted to the Clerk in a written form and where at all possible in advance of the meeting.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm
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What did you have to say about the community issues that affect you ?

Here are some of the practical ideas that came forward and some of your strong feelings too!
Thank you all for your time and your voice

Quality of Life

Desperately needed

Any way to improve quality of life should be pursued

Our village facilities must be improved to enable us to move forward

The village hall is perfectly adequate for a village of this size.

A part time health centre!

...... what is needed is a residential home / sheltered accommodation to be built or provided within 200
yards of the village shop

An inventory of all the skills and knowledge in the community ?

Delighted that the Parish Council will support care for the elderly

Housing

Need a housing survey as they have only been to gauge affordable housing up to date and housing can
be a funding stream and an infrastructure provider

We must move forward

No more large scale building m except local needs ; ie affordable housing

The Conservation Area is supposed to maintain the historic character of the village but is sadly
frequently flouted without recourse

Is the Housing needs survey still relevant as it will be 3 years old this year ?

Every effort should be made to meet the genuine need for affordable housing as long as any developmen
complies with planning policy

Self — build schemes for affordable housing and community build a new hall ?

Mixed affordable housing schemes imperative

We need affordable housing not large expensive properties that locals cannot afford

More parking to be set aside for each new house built

A new Housing survey is needed

No more building!

Local Economy

A good idea to keep local business in the village with industrial units .

We need to keep tourists coming here

What marketing is being done to promote tourism ?

Local small industrial units affect not just the small businesses but employees and local amenities
..... residents could buy shares in a local shop

Important that local shops , public houses are supported — without them , the village will die and become
a “ghost town”

Itis up to the individual retailers to make their business more appealing to their customers and not a
matter that the Parish Council should get involved in

More people must support local businesses or they will go — the stark reality

Small industrial units required for Dolton for start up businesses

No more building !

Without work we cannot keep or attract young families.

The Parish Council should not only seek to provide units here ( Dolton ) but also actively support
developments in the local area — eg ( sound use of Winkleigh Airfield)

Environment

Dog fouling — a filthy menace. Very bad along Aller Rd , Stafford Hill and West Lane
A means to remove fouling from the village would greatly improve things
..... what about educating people about litter ?




Suggest an anti — litter campaign. Get the kids involved!

Allotments please and more schemes to sell local produce- fruit , veg , jam , cakes etc.
Keep grass cut as junctions like Dolton Beacon

What about micro — generation for Dolton — Think Bigger!

Stronger and Safer Communities

Consultation over such matters as safer communities is important

We only really need street lighting at a minimum

No CCTV

Street lighting off after midnight has been shown in France to reduce crime, would be more carbon —
friendly and would disturb people’s sleep less

Traffic and Transport

Implement traffic speed checks sooner rather than later

Transport required to hospitals and doctors locally , plus a volunteer driver locally

Bus timetable needs to be compatible with working hours

Speed stoppers on entry to Dolton

Speed limit on West Lane or access for residents only. Parked cars dangerous at the top of West Lane
Enhance walking experience in the village

Car sharing initiative ?

Keep pressure on the agencies

Car parking facilities in the village are a priority

A car park is desperately needed but there is no land near the centre of the village

Parked cars are becoming dangerous for other motorists and pedestrians as people park on blind bends
Encourage local people to walk their children to school — not drive a few hundred yards!

Very poor state of roads on Dolton — pot holes

Very necessary to work with Devon County on traffic speeds




Dolton Parish Plan - Action Plan 2009 — 2012

Community issues Objective Tasks Time Responsibility £'s

scales Lead and partners

Quality of Life

To seek opportunities for Create a Dolton Vision and Community Led Yrl Lead: Parish Council £1000

The Dolton Vision - to enhanced and increased local | Planning Group with local organisation

increase and enhance our facilities e to develop a brief for a Feasibility Study Partners ; Devon

leisure, recreational , that will consider the most appropriate County Council , Devon

educational , health and way to develop and progress key issues Association of Parish

well -bem% faCII||ItIEStaI’ld f within the Dolton Vision Councils , Community

tsr?gvég?:mg:ﬂ? Seclors o e to seek grant aid to employ an Council of Devon,

y ) _ ; oC _
independent and professional planner / Torridge District Council
consultant to manage the process

To support care and well being | Support local initiatives through publicity and Yrs 1-3 | Lead: Parish Council Parish
initiatives for the elderly grant aid that offer a service to the older person and Torr Age Grant
population in the village Partners: Devon CC
TDC, Devon PCT

To support the work of the local | Promote the work of the First Responders of Year 1 | Lead : Parish Council Parish
emergency medical services Dolton through information and publicity on the Partners: First Grant

Dolton Web , Parish Newsletter , Dolton Diary Responders

and Parish Notice Boards
To support the Primary School | Ljaise with the district Extended Schools Advisor | Yrs 1-3 | Lead: Devon CC and £200

and the Pre school’s
sustainability needs and which
include their work in s out of
school activities , To develop
holiday schemes for young
people

to ensure that Dolton is provided with a
programme of holiday activities .To budget an
annual sum for purchase of holiday activity
provision.

Parish Council
Partners: CASP ; Devon
Youth Service




Housing

To ensure that planning Organise training for newly elected Parish Yrs 1-3 | Lead: Parish Clerk £60
The Dolton Vision - to applications are considered Councillors - the Planning Application process Partners: Torridge
ensure that we protect with regard to the Dolton District Council ,
and conserve our village Housing Needs Survey Update information on the Dolton population Year 1 | Devon County Council
and its environment and bands ; school rolls , household census
ensure that we have To support the work of the
affordable and suitable District Council on the Local Support and complete any District Council Year 1 | Lead : Torridge District
housing for all sectors of Development Framework Surveys into land availability ; community needs Council
the community. issues appertaining to such as sheltered housing etc. Ensure that the
sustainable communities ; Dolton Vision and Community Led Planning Yr 2-3 | Lead : Torridge District
settlement assessments Group considers such community needs into its Council
Feasibility Study brief
Ensure that the District Council updates the
housing needs survey within the life of this
action plan and that a full consultation with
residents is put into place
Local Economy
To assess the need and Apply for grant aid from North Devon Plus to Yr1-2 | Lead : Parish Council Grant -
availability for commercial undertake an analysis of need survey and a Partners: North Devon
The Dolton Vision —to | developmental and small industrial | facility audit. Support grant applications to North Plus, TDC
protect and sustain our | units Devon Plus and similar agencies from local
local retail, hospitality businesses
and self employed
businesses. To support local retail , tourism , Promote and support any opportunities for Year 1 | Lead; Parish Council £500
hospitality outlets through developing small industrial units in neighbouring Partners: Community
marketing and publicity , through parishes and the town of Torrington Council of Devon;
supportive planning applications TDC Grants
Promote the benefits of supporting the local Yrs 1-3 | Lead: Parish Council
economy ; research the possibility of a local and North Devon Plus None

produce market stall scheme ; produce a
marketing and promotion leaflet for Dolton to
encourage usage from residents and visitors




Environment

To publicise environmental issues | Research the need for sustainable energy Yr 1-2 | Lead : Parish Council / None
and schemes production and protect the natural and built Devon County Council
environment through appropriate planning Partners |, TDC
The Dolton Vision —to measures - issue for the proposed Dolton
promote the value of Vision Community Led Group Project
recycling and litter Lead ; Parish Council
measures , energy To assess demand for local Enable the development of a residents Year 1 | Partners- Local To
conservation , growing growing schemes ( allotments , “allotment “ group and county wide land landowners — county identify
our own produce and to | land share etc) groups to seek solutions for available land wide land agencies
protect our natural and
built environment. To ensure that the local heritage Enable the local heritage and history project to Year 1 | Lead: Local Parish
and cultural history of Dolton is produce an information booklet / leaflet for organisations / parish grant
recorded Dolton — support with community grant aid. Council and TDC
To ensure that the local environs - | Ensure regular maintenance of hedges , paths, | Yrs 1-3 | Lead ; Parish Council , £880
ditches , paths , hedges , verges verges etc through regular liaison with the Devon County Council , | annual
and laybyes are well maintained County Council service providers and the Dolton TDC and private
Parish Council’s own service Contractor contractor
Lobby the District Council to action where Yrs 1-3 | Lead : Torridge District
necessary , additional provision for litter waste , Council
dog waste , compositing facilities
Support all anti — litter campaigns and ensure Yrs 1-3 | Lead : Parish Council
publicity is disseminated within the village, Partners: Local
Support local organisations with parish Organisations ; Primary
community grant aid where litter — picking School
events or schemes are developed
Stronger and Safer
Communities To support local organisations Ensure the Parish Council Community Grants Year 1 | Lead : Parish Council £450
where appropriate with grant aid Scheme is promoted and easily accessed by
and where their projects and village organisations
maintenance needs will enhance
The Dolton Vision —to | the needs of the community
protect and enhance
our village amenities To ensure a safe environment for | Support the neighbourhood watch scheme with | Yrs 1-3 | Lead: Parish Council None

all residents

a liaison Parish Councillor and update reports
to Parish Council meetings

and Safer North Devon
and D&C Police Auth.




None

Arrange a consultation with Devon County Year 1 | Lead — Parish Council
Council to ensure appropriate street lighting Partners Devon CC
Highways £500
annual
To provide the community with Provide Parish Council Surgeries on a regular Yrs1-3 | Lead - Parish Council
information and opportunities for basis ;
consultation Develop an Information Pack for new residents
to the village
Provide a quarterly Parish Newsletter
Maintain and develop the Parish Council web
page
Purchase a new village notice board
Traffic and Transport
A decreasing traffic speed through | Commit DCC Highways to further traffic speed Year 1 | Lead: Devon CC None
the village surveys in appropriate positions that reflect the Highways
speeding issues concerning residents Partners: Parish Council
The Dolton Vision -
To ensure that there is | Sufficient car parking Develop the car parking needs of the village Year 3 | Lead : Parish Council To
an effective traffic arrangements in the village following the outcomes of the feasibility study Partners: Multi Agency , | identify
management and and where finance is available District Council ,
highway maintenance (Dolton Vision Community Led Planning
scheme in place for the Process)
benefit of residents and
visitors alike Support the Primary School with its transport Yrs 1-3 | Primary School
Plan and any “walking bus” schemes planned None
Access to transport opportunities Ensure that posters and leaflets are available to | Yrs 1-3 | Lead: Parish Council, | £300
residents outlining alternatives to private car use Partners ; Torridge
—such as the Torridge Community Transport Community Transport,
Association services ; the Devon County Council Devon County Council,
car Sharing scheme Primary School
Ensure that bus timetables are displayed , that | Yrsl- 3 | Lead : Dolton Parish

village shelters and toilet facilities are clean and
well maintained

Council




Dolton Parish Plan

Chairman’s Introduction

In 2003 Dolton village began the process
of preparing its Parish Plan, supported by
the Countryside Agency’s Vital Villages
Programme and the County Council
Bridges project . The Plan was launched
at the end of 2004 after an extensive
period of consultation and still remains,
today as a very accurate account of the
needs and aspirations of the community.

However , in 2008, the County and District
Councils produced draft Community Plans
with a revision of priorities and themes.
These priorities were taken up by other
agencies such as the Devon Primary
Care Trust and the Devon and Cornwall
Constabulary and it prompted the Parish
Council to look at its own priorities !

There was also a need to develop a
realistic and achievable Action Plan
that the Parish Council could utilise as
a guide to its own service planning
process. This Action Plan will now
become an invaluable implementation
tool for the work of the Parish Council
and acts as a supplement to the more
strategic 2004 Dolton Parish Plan.

The 2004 Dolton Parish Plan contains 13
Priorities and 60 Specific Directions . The
Directions had originally highlighted the
issues arising from the public consultation
and most of them still remain relevant to
our community.

Very early on in the process of completing
this Action Plan , each Specific Direction
was reviewed by the Parish Council and a
copy of that research is available to view.

The 2009 Dolton Parish Action Plan is the
result of reviewing these Specific
Directions and assessing the
achievements and the relevance of the
issues today.

It's in partnership with local organisations
who assisted the Parish Council and with
every household who were asked to
submit their own priorities or raise local
issues that could be addressed in the
Action Plan. Those issues that concerned
many residents are now included as
specific tasks in the Action Plan.

Some of your comments have been
summarised in the newsletter but a
complete list of all public comments is
available to view.

The Parish Council’'s Action Plan has been
summarised in this newsletter in order to
provide every resident with an overview of
the tasks ahead. It is only a précis of the
issues and tasks that face the Parish
Council over the next three years and
should not be considered as the full
picture!

A full version of the 2009 — 2012 Action
Plan can be downloaded from the Dolton
Website on www.dolton.org.uk , viewed at
any Parish Council meeting ; copies are
held by all Parish Councillors or a hard
copy may be obtained from the Clerk or
the Chair of Dolton Parish Council on
receipt of an A4 self addressed envelope.
The research on the Specific Directions
can be downloaded from the website or
viewed at a Parish meeting. The public
comment papers can be viewed at a
parish meeting.

The Parish Plan working group has spent
12 months involved in the Action Plan
process and as Chair of the Parish Council
| would like to extend my grateful thanks to
all concerned for their hard work.

clly John Lock (signature)


http://www.dolton.org.uk/



