












September 2008

Parish Council Minute reference

Highlighting the need to ʻwork togetherʼ



56 (08/09) DENNIS CROSS PLAYING FIELD 
Cllr Jury reported that the Youth Shelter was due to be installed on the 2nd September 2008

57(08/09)  PARISH PLAN REVIEW
There were no meetings convened during the summer months. Cllr Burnage requested that the Parish 
Plan Review Working Party be given clear directive to liaise with Torridge District Council in identifying 
possible ways forward for Dolton Parish and how they consider all the issues facing the whole 
Community. With there only being a limited number of houses that Dolton’s infrastructure could 
accommodate, there was concern over the use of the exception site policy in Dolton, although the 
Affordable Housing need was not in question, as all options have not yet been fully explored and that 
schemes containing only Affordable Housing would not be able to generate any funding or infrastructure 
to help serve the additional needs of the village. The Clerk was asked to contact Torridge District Council 
and Devon County Council outlining these issues and to request that a meeting be set up to get some 
further guidance. This would in turn instigate a questionnaire to gather the views of the people of Dolton 
towards the future of the Parish

58 (08/09)  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL SURGERY
There were no matters arising . Attendance at the past three surgeries had been very poor but it was 
agreed to continue the surgery opportunities to the community. The next  date is October 13th  at 7.30pm 
in the Village Hall with Cllrs Partridge and Byrne in attendance.
            
59 (08/09)  UPDATE – CPRE VILLAGE COMPETITION
The CPRE Best Kept Village Competition 2008 results were announced. Dolton had been visited on the 
10th May 2008 and had received a mixed report with poor maintenance practices around the playing 
fields and toilet block showing areas of concern. Members thought that the CPRE competition had failed 
the school children’s efforts since there had been no effort to remark on the village maps. 

60 (08/09)  COUNCIL PROCEDURES AND PRACTICE HANDBOOK 
A draft Procedures manual was included within the members reading file in order for comments and 
ideas to be reported to the October meeting. 
        
61 (08/09) TRAFFIC ISSUES 
Following a meeting between Cllrs Giles and Jury with an Area North Highway Management officer , a 
letter was received from Devon County Council putting forward some proposals on traffic speeding 
concerns and signage.  The letter can be viewed on the village notice board alongside these minutes 

62 (08/09)  CORRESPONDENCE 
The only  correspondence to report that had not been addressed at the meeting was the DAPC 
application form for a Playground Maintenance Seminar. The issues are important and therefore 2 
Councillors and the Clerk will attend. The Chairman asked if a cheque could be raised for the sum of £90 
at the meeting. 
62.1 Accounts to Pay 
DAPC                                        Playground training                      £90.00
Proposed       Cllr Burnage         Seconded Cllr Rolls   All agreed.
 .
63 (08/09)  MEETINGS ATTENDED

Cllr Jury attended the Area Advisory Group meeting and the DAPFA seminar and advised the meeting of 
the issues discussed
 
64 (08/09)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr Jury had received a defamatory letter ( unsigned) and which had subsequently been reported to the 
Police and the Torridge District Council. Members offered their support to Cllr Jury.  

The meeting closed at 9.20pm

Signed…………………………………………Chairman ……………………………………..date
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8th September 2008 
 
Copies to: 
 
Jane Baker - Capital Project Officer (Schools), Devon County Council 
Maria Bailey - Community Planning and Developments Manager, Torridge District Council 
Malcolm Harris - Community Planning Officer, Torridge District Council 
Cllr John Rawlinson - Devon County Council 
Cllr Mrs Rosemary Lock -Three Moors Ward Councillor, Torridge District Council 
Dolton Parish Council Parish Plan Review Working Party (Cllr Lock, Cllr Mrs Jury and Cllr Burnage) 
Dolton CV School 
Dolton Pre-School 
Dolton & Dowland Village Hall Committee 
Dolton Youth Committee 
Dolton Football Club 
 
 
Re: The review of Dolton’s Parish Plan and the shape of things to come 
 
 
Following discussion at the September meeting of Dolton Parish Council, It was resolved that we contact you to 
highlight some thoughts, concerns and considerations regarding Dolton and its prospects 
 
The 2004 Dolton Parish Plan is currently under review and in the village, the Parish Council has a specific Parish Plan 
Review Working Party who are working hand in hand with a number of our Community groups to explore the 
possibilities available when serving the needs of Parishioners now and in the future 
 
We have held initial meetings with Malcolm Harris and Maria Bailey of Torridge District Council to help identify and 
prioritise some of the issues facing the Community and start to formulate a way forward. It was decided that the 
next stage is for us to meet with Devon County Council to discuss what could be achieved and then in turn to 
consult the Parishioners of Dolton for their views and input into how they would like the village to evolve and 
sustain itself in all areas. This information will then naturally support the updated plan 
 
Due to the restrictions and inefficiency of their existing building, Dolton Primary School have identified that their 
best avenue to secure a long and productive future lies in pursuing a new building – not just one for the Primary 
School children alone, but one which also accommodates Pre-School facilities and a multi purpose Community 
building which can be used by the whole Parish 
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By working with the other village groups, such as the Village Hall Committee, the Football Club and the Youth 
Committee who are exploring avenues which could be open to them, we are genuinely employing the use of joined 
up thinking in considering and compiling a Community wide scheme 
 
Other issues such as Employment, Small Businesses, Car Parking, Allotments etc are being kept firmly in mind when 
thinking of the whole picture, but of course things need to taken bit by bit to actually have a chance of achieving 
the final goal 
 
 
One major issue of concern at this time however is the immediate future. It was raised and agreed that whilst the 
need for Affordable Housing is in absolutely no doubt, the current proposals to serve the need highlighted in the 
2006 Dolton Housing Needs Survey may not necessarily be the best way forward when considering all of the issues 
facing Dolton 
 
The site currently being put forward for 100% Affordable Housing will unfortunately offer no further opportunity to 
service additional needs in Dolton. There can be no funding secured via such a scheme and the Parish will not be 
able to take advantage of the associated infrastructure given its location 
 
The apprehension here therefore is that there is obviously only a finite number of houses which Dolton’s road and 
sewage infrastructure can accommodate and housing developments from which we can gain no additional 
benefits, either financial or by way of infrastructure, could seriously throttle opportunities to serve all the other 
aspects of Dolton’s future. Sustainability is of paramount importance 
 
The use of an Exception Site policy may well be a method of achieving a solution to one issue (albeit a very 
considerable one of course) but it has to said that other options in Dolton have not been fully explored as yet. 
There are possible areas which could enable many solutions and be better suited to the beneficial growth of the 
village. It is felt that and exception site should only be used when all other possibilities have been exhausted and 
that is definitely not the case in Dolton right now. When thinking of the Community holistically, this approach could 
ultimately prove to be very restrictive 
 
We are therefore very keen to continue working towards ways in which Dolton could be better served in future and 
are looking to arrange a meeting as soon as is possible to start making progress and be able to compile an initial 
questionnaire to put to the people of Dolton Parish and ascertain their views on the direction in which their village 
should be heading 
 
We look forward to hearing from you soon 
 
 
 
Mary Harris – Clerk, Dolton Parish Council 
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70(08/09)  PARISH PLAN REVIEW
Cllr Burnage reported that the Parish Plan Review Working Party is to arrange a meeting of all interested 
partners in October. Letters had been sent to local authorities and community organisations in the village 
to highlight the need to discuss progress and to compile an initial questionnaire to ascertain the views of 
the community. Devon County Council acknowledged the letter and referred it to the Diocese.

71 (08/09)  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL SURGERY
The next surgery is Monday 13th and Cllrs Rolls and Jury will be in attendance. 

72 (08/09)  AIR AMBULANCE SITES 
Referred to the November meeting. 

73 (08/09)  COUNCIL PROCEDURES AND PRACTICE HANDBOOK 
The document will continue to be circulated for the month of October. The Clerk will seek advice from the 
DAPC regarding the timing of publicising the minutes of a meeting.
        
74 (08/09) TRAFFIC ISSUES 
Devon County Council Highways reported that they are still pursuing the issues and will report back prior 
to the November meeting.

75 (08/09)  CORRESPONDENCE 
Torridge District Council ref  Flood protection  -  Purchase of sandbags was not considered necessary 
CPRE  Village Maps – in the reading file  

76 (08/09)  MEETINGS ATTENDED
1. DAPC / DPFA  Play Maintenance course attended by Cllrs Lock and Jury, An excellent informative 
course. Some issues need to be explored in greater detail such as Risk Assessments , independent 
inspections and the level of Public Liability ( £5 – 10 million ). 
2. The Chair attended the GT&D Community Partnership meeting.

64 (08/09)  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. The newsletter will be distributed in November and any editorial to Cllr Burnage by October 27th
2.  The request for Highway signs for Orchard Gate were clarified as ones that signed the actual road 
from the Main Road and not the previous requests for Cul De Sac signs. These had actually been in 
place since July.
3. The Clerk requested that the December meeting be held on December 8th and this was agreed.

The meeting concluded at 9.10pm

Signed…………………………………………Chairman ……………………………………..date
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81. ( 08/09) PLANNING MATTERS

81.1 Applications for consideration 
a)1/1064/2008/LBC Sandscott, The Square Replacement Windows
The Parish Council questioned the design and commented that it was not “like for like”.
The Cllrs were please to note the proposed material to be used. 

 b)1/1067/2008/FUL Williams , Penny Farthing. West Lane Rear & Roof & Loft 
The previous comments made at the October meeting apply with the additional comment that the raised 
decking should consider the privacy of neighbouring properties.

c)1/0958 /2008/FUL Neals Butchers   Amended description
The amended description was noted and the previous comments made at the October meeting still 
apply.

81.2 Permissions granted – none advised
81.3 Refusals advised – none advised
81.4 Any Other Planning matters : Correspondence received from :
a) Rural Housing Trust ( RHT ) “ Affordable Housing for Dolton”
A letter had been received by the Rural Housing Trust and a copy is attached to these minutes for public 
information.  Appendix B . In summary the RHT wrote to formally advise the Parish Council that they had 
withdrawn their planning application for affordable housing at Aller Rd. The owner of the land having 
decided not to sell the land to the RHT. The Clerk was asked to respond to the Rural Housing Trust letter 
regarding future alternative sites for affordable housing and to impress upon the RHT that if another 
scheme was conceived that it would be done in accordance with Torridge District Council planning 
guidelines and involve the whole Community, including the Parish Council . These comments had been 
previously stated by Cllr Burnage at the October meeting and were reiterated by Cllr Reed Partridge at 
the November meeting. 
b)Mr Mrs Madge – “Edgefield and the Playing Field Access”
A letter had been received from Mr Mrs Madge and a copy is attached to these minutes for public 
information. Appendix C .  In summary , Mr Mrs Madge wrote to inform the Parish Council of the latest 
position regarding the Edgefield housing proposal and the impact upon the planning application from the 
new Torridge District Council Supplementary Planning Document concerning Planning Obligations and 
Section 106 agreements. It has emerged that it will be incorrect to secure the access and drainage 
provision via a section 106 agreement as these issues are not directly related to the proposal. Mr Mrs 
Madge suggest that the proper way to secure these benefits would be though a legal agreement 
between themselves and the Parish Council after the scheme has gained approval.
The application is due to be reconsidered at the Plans Committee on November 13 and the Clerk was 
asked to ensure that the item was raised on the  Parish Council December agenda.

82 (08/09) DENNIS CROSS PLAYING FIELD 
Cllr Jury reported that necessary maintenance surrounding the Youth Shelter had been completed 
although the issue of the moving table had not been fully resolved. The SAFA grass order had been 
placed and the Clerk has contacted the company to check upon the progress. To date there has been no 
response other than a holding letter. The Clerk will investigate the delay with the Company. The Zurich 
Insurance equipment report had been sent to the Chairman’s address and the Clerk will analyse the 
results and present a maintenance report to a future meeting.

83 (08/09)  PARISH PLAN REVIEW
Cllr Burnage reported that the Working Party had not met that month and that there was a need for 
additional support in completing the project  . It was agreed that the Clerk would meet the Chairman and 
Cllr Burnage to consider practical ways to move the necessary review work forward and that the 
methodology and any financial implications for the completion of the work would be considered at the 
December Parish meeting.
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Methodology




